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City of Forks
Council Meeting Minutes Regular Session
City Council Chambers
July 14, 2025 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance and then called the meeting to order
at 7:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Council members present: Soha, Gingell, Coleman, and Mayor Fletcher. Absent:
Patel and Wood. Staff present: DePew, Clerk/Treasurer, Fleck, Attorney/Planner,
and Rowley, Police Chief. Absent: Hampton, Public Works Director.

MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda as presented by Soha, second Gingell, motion
carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Lissy Andros, Director Forks Chamber of Commerce, provided details regarding
Action ltem 4 on the agenda, the proposed movie night at Tillicum Park. She also
said the Logging and Mill Tour has been very popular this summer.

Sarah Huling read comments she submitted beforehand correcting previous
statements she had made and asking for information regarding RECOMPETE
grants.

David Kearney commented on upcoming construction near Well 6 and requested
further information.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Minutes of Regular Meeting held June 23, 2025

Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Meeting held June 23, 2025 by Gingell,
second Coleman, motion carried.

2. Expenditures

Council Member Gingell asked about a payment to Beckwith Consulting Group.
Attorney/Planner Fleck said it was for consulting services associated with the
updated Comprehensive Plan required by the Growth Management Act.

Motion to approve manual check 44583 in the amount of $10,473.64, payroll
checks 44584 through 44602 in the amount of $140,242.29, claim checks 44603
through 44649 and EFTs as included in the total amount of $197,995.16, manual
check 44650 in the amount of $1,900.50, and travel checks 3754 through 3757 in
the amount of $262.20 by Gingell, second Soha, motion carried.
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3. Lloyd J Allen Trust Donation Acceptance Terms
Motion to accept the terms of the Lloyd Allen Trust donation by Soha, second
Gingell, motion carried.

4. Tillicum Park Movie Night Authorization
Motion to authorize the Chamber of Commerce to hold a movie night at Tillicum
Park by Soha, second Coleman, motion carried.

5. Forks Industrial Park Lease & Improvements

Attorney/Planner Fleck said there is no lease yet, but that there should be one for
the Council to act on at a Special Meeting proposed for Monday, July 21. Some
discussion ensued.

Motion to hold a Special Meeting on Monday, July 21 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss, and
possibly take action on, a Forks Industrial Park lease agreement by Soha, second
Gingell, motion carried.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

1. Forest Practices Board Rule Making

Attorney/Planner Fleck introduced documents he has received over the past two
weeks regarding a Forest Practices Board vote to proceed with the next step of
rulemaking that currently includes a particular requirement regarding non-fish-
bearing streams that would be detrimental to forestry interests. He said the Council
could pass a resolution stating their opposition to the requirement to be acted upon
at the next Regular Council meeting. Council indicated their desire to do so.

2. Council Member Reports

Council Member Soha said the 4™ of July weekend and celebration was great. He
then suggested a future discussion regarding further development when the
company, which he said owns a good portion of the Urban Growth Area, is involved
in the carbon credit market. He then said the Homelessness Task Force is asking
if a City employee would take part in a discussion on tiny shelters at their next
meeting in August. Attorney/Planner Fleck said he is tentatively attending.

Council Member Gingell asked if anyone had any comments or suggestions
regarding the use of Clallam County’s portion of the opioid lawsuit award for him to
present at the next Board of Health meeting. Mayor Fletcher asked for statistics on
drug use, as well as sobriety. Gingell then asked why we need to wait for a terrible
accident before anything is done about a dangerous dog, referring to the injury of
a child by a dog known to have been dangerous near the City. Chief Rowley
explained the issues associated with the incident to which Gingell was referring and
the law in general, as well as the process adopted by the City. Gingell then said he
would like to see the speed limits lowered at the edges of town.

Council Member Coleman said he agrees with Gingell regarding the dog issue
and the speed limits, that the kids on motorcycles are making noise at night, and
that he enjoys the flags and decorations downtown.
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3. Staff Reports
31:35 Clerk/Treasurer DePew said the areas involved and a schedule for the upcoming
chip seal project will be in next week’s issue of the Forks Forum.

32:02 Police Chief Rowley reported having been extremely busy over the 4" of July.

32:39 Attorney/Planner Fleck reported being busy in the office dealing with several
matters, and then responded to some of the issues raised by Council members. He
said he will speak with Pacific Forest Management about plans for EFM properties
within the Urban Growth Area; he suggested using some of the opioid settlement
award to fund organizations like Recovery.Empowerment.Advocacy.Linkage
(REAL) Teams, which have been very effective in working with those dealing with
co-existing mental health and addiction issues, but have lost most of their State
funding. He also said the issue of speed limits at the edges of town was discussed
at length 8 or 9 years ago, and that he recalls lowering speed limits on Hwy 101
being a function of WSDOT. Council voted not to proceed with the matter at that
time. He said he would gather as much of the information as possible.

36:55 4. Mayor’s Report
Mayor Fletcher recognized the Lloyd J Allen Trust, which has provided tremendous

support to the community through donations to various organizations and projects,
including the hospital and City itself, Olympic Discovery Trail connection to Forks,
and the Twilight Collection.

5. ADJOURNMENT
38:09 Motion to adjourn by Soha, second Gingell, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at
8:10 p.m.
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Q Tim Fletcher, Mayor
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Caryn D&Pew, Clerk/Treasurer
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