City of Forks
Council Meeting Minutes Regular Session
City Council Chambers
January 24, 2022 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance and then called the meeting to order at 7:30
p.m.

ROLL CALL

Council members present: Gingell, Gilstrap, Soha, Wood, Weissenfels (present via
Zoom), and Mayor Fletcher. Staff present: Grafstrom, Clerk/Treasurer, Fleck,
Attorney/Planner, and Hampton, Public Works Director. Absent: Rowley, Police Chief.

PRESENTATION

Congressman Kilmer began his presentation of the latest information on the recently
passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) with a recap of the effects of the
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. He said 6.6-million jobs had been created, 210-million
people had been vaccinated, the number of unemployment claims was the lowest since
1969, and substantial resources were made available to state and local governments. He
then shared the following information about the 2021 infrastructure act.

The greatest investment will be in roads and bridges. $4.7 billion will be available for
highways and $600 million for bridge repair and replacement. 416 bridges in our state are
considered to be in poor condition, many of which are in the 6! District. In addition,
Congressman Kilmer has been working directly with Olympic National Forest staff to
ensure they have the resources and support they need to repair FS 29 and other roads
in our area as soon as possible.

$23.4 billion will be put toward clean water, wastewater, and storm water management
infrastructure. Congressman Kilmer has taken a leading role in efforts to replace culverts
and create effective fish passages. $42 billion will be available through the new
Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program to expand broadband coverage
with priority given first to unserved areas, followed by underserved areas and community
anchor businesses. The Affordable Connectivity Program helps to make broadband
affordable. One in five families in the 6" District is eligible for this program. Other efforts
I1JA funds will be used for include combatting wildfires and hazardous fuels reduction. He
noted on several occasions that all funding would flow from the federal government to
state governments, which would then make monies available to local governments
through grants. He said he and his staff are available to help by providing information on
funding opportunities and offering letters of support for funding applications.

Looking forward, he said the Build Back Better Act, which has been passed by the House,
will lower costs for child care, and medical care and prescriptions. It will also expand the
child tax credit, financial aid opportunities, and affordable housing.
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Mayor Fletcher informed Congressman Kilmer that another road system that requires
repair and maintenance is the West Twin system as it can provide access to the east side
of the county in case of an event that makes Highways 101 between Forks and Port
Angeles and 112 between the Highway 113 junction and Port Angeles impassable. He
further noted that the Hoh Bridge is in great need of replacement or repair. Finally, he
expressed his gratitude to Mary Jane Robins, District Representative, Clallam and
Jefferson Counties, for her assistance in navigating federal resources during and after
the November flood event.

MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion to approve the agenda as presented by Gilstrap, second Soha, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

ACTION ITEMS
1. Motion to approve minutes of the Regular Meeting held January 10, 2022 by Gingell,
second Gilstrap, motion carried.

2. Motion to approve payroll checks numbered 40234 through 40247 in the amount of
$68,335.85, 13" period claim checks numbered 40248 through 40266 in the amount of
$41,296.19, and claim checks numbered 40267 through 40275 and EFTs as included in
the total amount of $33,279.70 by Soha, second Gilstrap, motion carried.

3. Clallam County Homelessness Task Force Appointment
Mayor Fletcher volunteered for this position.

Motion to appoint Mayor Fletcher to the Clallam County Homelessness Task Force by
Soha, second Gilstrap, motion approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. 4" Quarter 2021 YTD Reports: Jail Statistics
Council reviewed 4" quarter 2021 YTD jail statistics.

2. Council Member Reports

Council Member Weissenfels reported having attended a Clallam Transit Board
meeting. She said Clallam Transit System (CTS) will be installing 128 solar panels at an
initial cost of $220,000, but in expectation of a significant tax rebate, and CTS currently
has 95 vehicles in service at this time.

Council Member Gingell asked whether anyone would be interested in providing input
against a proposed roundabout on Highway 101 in the area of the Seven Cedars Casino
in Blyn.

3. Staff Reports

Clerk/Treasurer Grafstrom reported she and Attorney/Planner Fleck held a new council
member orientation for Council Member Wood on January 11 that former Council Member
Hillcar also attended, providing valuable input. She then reminded Council of their training
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